35i                   RUMOR OF WORDS SPOKEN BY A BISHOP.   [BOOK V.
" for many weighty and important reasons which his Lordship delivered with great gravity and eloquence " to be forborne; " concluding that himself and his brethren were upon particulars in judicial course to speak and judge between the King's majesty and his people, and likewise between his Highness' subjects; a'nd in no case to be disputants on any side." How they were " to be assistants to the Lords to inform them of the Common. Law " if they were never to deliver an opinion upon a question in dispute, is not explained. But the function of the Judges was in a state of transition; and in this case tlie inconveniences were obvious which an extrajucli-cial declaration might involve. Their excuse accordingly was allowed, and the Lords had to make preparation for the argument without their help. But the silence of Coke was probably, to those who knew him, significant enough. It told them that in defending the King's right to impose without the consent of Parliament they could not count upon his support, and made them wish to avoid the contest. Now the resolution they had come to in favor of the Conference was only in Committee; and though it was a Committee of the whole House, the House itself was not bound by it. The question " whether they should meet " had to be put again, and, being put, the non-contents carried it.
This "was on the 24th of May; and I suppose it was in the course of that day's debate that the words were uttered, the rumor of which was agitating the Lower House when the answer from the Upper was at length delivered. Rumor had said that one of the Bishops had urged the Lords not to consent to the Conference, alleg-ing that the question was one with which the Commons had no right to meddle; that they were striking at the Crown, and would probably utter matter of mutiny and sedition not fit for the Lords to hear. Upon this ensued a long, violent, distracted, and disorderly debate as to
